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Welcome to our first Newsletter!

I

t’s been months in the making, pondering,
creating and crunching, but here it is at last , our
very first “Governors’ Newsletter”!

We’ll begin with an apology. Sadly the editor of this
newsletter is new to “publisher”. If there is a more
experienced publisher‐parent out there willing to give
a little time to show our editor how to do a better job,
please contact the school office.
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The most important quality is the desire to make a difference
to children’s lives through education. In
addition to this, attributes that make a good
school governor include:

3

on the

and

B

ecoming a governor is a rewarding way of making an
important contribution to education. It can help you
develop your existing skills and learn new ones. As a
typical school governor, you can expect to spend at least six to
eight hours a month on your duties.

• The ability to work as part of a team
• A desire to help the local community
• An external perspective
• A willingness to change assumptions
• The time to get involved
Doreen Wyatt, Foundation
Governor, and Father
George
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Who can apply to be a Governor?

A
Caroline Hostein and
Simon Groves

nyone aged 18
or over can
become a
school or college
governor. No specialist
qualifications are needed
and people from many
different backgrounds
volunteer for the role.
Enthusiasm, commitment
and an interest in
education are the most
important qualities. You

don’t need to have a
family member attending
a school or college to
become a governor
Volunteers do not have
to be parents, nor do
they need experience of
the education system.
The most important
qualification is a desire to
help give children the
highest possible standard
of education. Particular

skills gained from life or business
experience can also add value.
The most important quality is a
desire to help give children the
best possible start in life. Of
course if you have certain skills,
such as a background in finance,
this can often be advantageous
but whatever your skill‐set,
provided you can work as part of
a team and are willing to
contribute, you can make a
difference.

Anyone aged 18 or
over can become a
school or college
governor

Which Governor?

A

governing body comprises representatives from the school staff, the local authority,
the local community, parents and in some circumstances members of churches and
other interest groups. The different categories of governor are as follows:

Foundation Governors: appointed by the organisation that set up the school such as a
diocese to represent their interests. St Francis School Foundation Governors are appointed
by the bishop on the recommendation of the parish priest. They have the additional
responsibility of ensuring that the Catholic ethos of the school is maintained. Further
information on foundation governors is available from School Governors’ One‐Stop Shop
(SGOSS).
Community Governors: appointed by the governing body to represent the community. A
community governor does not need to have any previous experience or knowledge of
education, nor do they need to have children.
Authority (LA) Governors: appointed by the authority that maintains the school and in some
cases these appointments are made on a party political basis. SGOSS is able to advise on the
particular situation in each area.
Parent Governors: elected onto the governing body by other parents from the school and
usually parents of children in attendance at the school.
Staff Governors: elected onto the governing body by staff at the school.
New Foundation
Governors
Samantha Sandy
and Seamus Ryan
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Associate Members: appointed in an advisory capacity by the governing body to enhance the
experience or expertise of a committee. Associate members can attend full meetings but do
not have voting rights.
The ideal term of office is a minimum of 4 years ‐ this will enable you to get to grips with the
role and give you sufficient time to implement the changes and decisions you have been
involved with. However, should your circumstances change for whatever reason, you are
entitled to resign from the post early.
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Year One Phonics

G

overnors are delighted to
hear that St Francis school
achieved a pass rate of
77% in the new Year One phonics
test. This is significantly above the
national average of 59%.
Broadly, at both KS1 and KS2,

attainment and progress is
significantly above the national
average in all subjects,
maintaining the school’s
positive trend. Strengths are in
maths, with more able pupils
performing particularly well at
KS2

Governors
Helen Long & Marie Young

The Year of Faith
Governors were invited to
the Diocesan Big Assembly
to mark the start of the Year
of Faith. Working together
with our two sister schools
in North Somerset, St
Francis school danced while
the St Joseph’s choir sung

and Corpus Christi recited a
poem on stage at the
Colston Hall. This event was
the first time all the schools
of the Diocese had come
together to celebrate liturgy
and it was a very moving
occasion – the Colston Hall
was filled to capacity.

This year marks the
fiftieth anniversary of The
Second Vatican Council and
has been marked as The
Year of Faith by Pope
Benedict XVI encouraging
us to develop our
understanding of our faith

St Francis Governors Who’s Who?
Governor
Martin O’Neill (Chair)
Doreen Wyatt (Vice Chair)
Helen Long
Francesca Magner
Joanne Roberts
Seamus Ryan
Samantha Sandy
Fr George Smulski
Sarah Ould
Vacancy
Pauline Tillett
Marie Young
Simon Groves
Bernie Jordan
Caroline Hostein

Type of Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor
LA Governor
Support Staff Governor
Teacher Governor
Associate Governor
Headteacher

Link Subject
English/Literacy
RE/Worship
Maths/Numeracy
Information Technology
PE & Science
Humanities
MFL
Early Years & Music
Art & Design/Technology
Special Needs

May all within the school community of St Francis learn ‘to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your God.’ (Micah 6:8)

School Crossing Patrol
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North Somerset has agreed that the school
needs a School Crossing Patrol person and is
advertising for
one. No one
was appointed
for the school in
the most recent
recruitment
round and we
continue to
hope that an
appointment will be made by the local
authority sooner rather than later.

News Updates!
St Francis School—Site Safety
Governors have a role in all
aspects of school life
including the environment
in which your children
learn. One of the priorities
is to ensure that they can
learn happily in a safe and
secure environment.
This year you will see some
changes taking place at the
front of the school. Both
the pedestrian entrance
gates and the car park
entrance gates will be
replaced with something
more secure, but
nevertheless visually
attractive.

CAN YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW HELP
US?
Pauline Tillett—LA Governor

Clerk to Governors
The Governors are seeking to appoint a
Clerk to Governors. Duties for this role
include preparing agendas, collating and
circulating documents to all Governors
via email and attending and minuting
Governors Meetings (six meetings per
year—one per term). If you are
interested or for further information
please see contact the office.

School Term and Holiday Dates 2013 ‐
2014
Please note that following consultation, the
Children and Young People's Directorate have
agreed to adopt the following proposed dates for
the school year 2013‐2014

Term 1 Monday

02/09/2013

to

Friday

25/10/2013 40 days

Term 2 Monday

04/11/2013

to

Friday

20/12/2013 35 days

Term 3 Monday

06/01/2014

to

Friday

14/02/2014 30 days

Term 4 Monday

24/02/2014

to

Friday

04/04/2014 30 days

Term 5 Tuesday

22/04/2014

to

Friday

23/05/2014 23 days

Term 6 Monday

02/06/2014

to

Tuesday

27/07/2014 37 days

Total
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195 days

Sarah Ould—Parent Governor

